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Farm Prices was first published in 1958. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make long-
unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University of
Minnesota Press editions.

Few domestic questions are so controversial as the farm problem, yet the average city man finds it difficult to
understand the basic issues involved. In this book Professor Cochrane describes for the layman the nature
and causes of the commercial farm problem and the rural poverty problem and provides the basis for making
informed judgments about these problems and their possible solutions. He analyzes the economic and
political forces which are at work in the farm economy, explains the organization of modern agriculture,
showing the unique structure of farming, and draws a vivid picture of the revolutionary developments which
have taken place in agriculture. He discusses behavior patterns of farmers and consumers as they relate to the
farm economy, and the role of government in the farm industry and in the lives of farmers.

Farm prices are constantly fluctuating, and out of this price variability emerge such serious and continuing
farm problems as variable incomes, low incomes over extended periods, and uncertainty in production
planning. In this study Professor Cochrane seeks to get at the root of the trouble by, first, exploring and
exposing what he considers a basic fallacy in our present day thinking and approach to the farm problem.
This is the widely held myth of an automatically adjusting agriculture, an agriculture that is always out of
balance because of an "emergency." This myth, he points out, beclouds the issues involved in the whole farm
problem.

The farm price myth splits two ways in the public mind, Mr. Cochrane explains, but these divergent attitudes
represent differences only in mechanics, not in principle, and they are equally effective in obscuring the real
picture. One segment of the public believes that agriculture, if left alone for a while, would gravitate toward
and stabilize at some desirable level and pattern of prices, production, and incomes. The other segment
believes that the same result would occur if agriculture were given a temporary, helping hand by the
government. Mr. Cochrane shows the fallacies inherent in both of these convictions by presenting an
integrated, overall picture of farm price behavior as it really exists. On a basis of this realistic view, he
presents the two alternatives or hard policy choices that he believes the American farmer faces today.

Willard W. Cochrane is Professor Emeritus of Agricultural and Applied Economics at the University of
Minnesota. He is the author of a number of books, including The City Man's Guide to the Farm Problem and
Farm Prices: Myth and Reality. He previously served as an economist with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He is the co-author of
Economics of American Agriculture and Economics of Consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Zimmerman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) book
is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota
Archive Editions) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Omar Lamm:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive
Editions) as your daily resource information.

Karin Eubanks:

Typically the book Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Loretta Pena:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) giving
you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?
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