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"It is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department," John Marshall wrote in Marbury v.
Madison, "to say what the law is." As its Chief Justice from 1801 to 1835, Marshall made the Supreme Court
a full and equal branch of the federal government. In so doing, he joined Washington, his mentor, and
Jefferson, his ideological rival, in the first rank of American founders. His legacy extends far beyond
Marbury, which held for the first time that the Supreme Court has the power to declare acts of Congress
unconstitutional. Under his leadership, the Court upheld the constitutionality of a national bank, established
the supremacy of the federal judiciary over state courts and legislatures in matters of constitutional
interpretation, and profoundly influenced the economic development of the nation through vigorous
interpretation of the contract and interstate commerce clauses. His major judicial opinions are eloquent
public papers, written with the conviction that "clearness and precision are most essential qualities," and
designed to inform and persuade the citizens of the new republic about the meaning and purpose of their
Constitution.

This volume collects 200 documents written between 1779 and 1835, including Marshall's most important
judicial opinions, his influential rulings during the Aaron Burr treason trial, speeches, newspaper essays, and
revealing letters to friends, fellow judges, and his beloved wife, Polly. It follows Marshall's varied career
before becoming Chief Justice: as an officer in the Revolution, a supporter of the ratification of the
Constitution, an envoy to France during the notorious "XYZ Affair," a congressman, and secretary of state in
the Adams administration. The personal correspondence gathered here reveals the conviviality, good humor,
and unpretentiousness that helped him unite the Court behind many of his landmark decisions, while
selections from his biography of George Washington offer vivid descriptions of battles he fought in as a
young man.

Charles F. Hobson, editor, is the author of The Great Chief Justice: John Marshall and the Rule of Law. He
is the editor of The Law Papers of St. George Tucker at the Omohundro Institute of Early American History
and Culture and was the editor of The Papers of John Marshall.

"A marvelous and much-needed single-volume collection of the writings of America's greatest Chief Justice,
selected by the scholar who knows him best." -Gordon Wood, author of Empire of Liberty
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take John Marshall: Writings (Library of
America) as your daily resource information.

Arthur Haase:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love John Marshall: Writings
(Library of America), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Freddie Patton:

John Marshall: Writings (Library of America) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing John Marshall: Writings (Library of
America) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Jason Rickman:

Beside this kind of John Marshall: Writings (Library of America) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have John Marshall: Writings (Library of America) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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