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Relieve Us of This Burthen is the first book-length study of Continental soldiers, officers, and militiamen
held as prisoners of war by the British in the South during the American Revolution. Carl P. Borick focuses
his study on the period 1780–82, when British forces most actively campaigned in the South. He gives a
detailed examination of the various hardships of imprisonment and efforts to assist and exchange prisoners
while also chronicling events and military policies that affected prisoners during and after captivity.
As have prisoners of any war, captives in the Revolution suffered both physical and mental adversities
during their imprisonments, and the impact often stayed with them after their release. Many escaped their
captors or broke paroles to fight again. Others were exchanged; still others enlisted in British forces sent to
the West Indies; and many died in prison. Because of the intense combat in South Carolina, more Americans
were taken prisoner there than elsewhere across the Southern Department. Borick concentrates much of his
narrative on Charleston and the lowcountry. Some six thousand Continentals, militia, and seamen were
captured when Charleston surrendered in May 1780. This was the largest number of prisoners taken during a
single operation. Occupied Charleston became the key prisoner depot for the British in the South.
Borick also explores British recruiting efforts among prisoners, particularly by the Duke of Cumberland’s
Regiment, raised from prisoners kept in Charleston for service in the West Indies against the French and
Spanish. That regiment’s experiences during and after the war were far different from those of other
American soldiers in the Revolutionary War.
Relieve Us of This Burthen makes groundbreaking use of the Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land
Warrant Application files, which have been underutilized with regard to understanding the history of
prisoners of war. Borick’s careful reading of the pension files reveals much about what men went through
and how they endured in captivity.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Relieve Us of This
Burthen: American Prisoners of War in the Revolutionary South, 1780-1782 book because this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Alan Castorena:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Relieve Us of This
Burthen: American Prisoners of War in the Revolutionary South, 1780-1782 is kind of guide which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Theodore Huff:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Relieve Us of This Burthen: American
Prisoners of War in the Revolutionary South, 1780-1782, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Joan Beverly:

This Relieve Us of This Burthen: American Prisoners of War in the Revolutionary South, 1780-1782 is
brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest
in reading this Relieve Us of This Burthen: American Prisoners of War in the Revolutionary South, 1780-
1782 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here



for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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