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City blue laws drove the liquor trade and its customers—hard-drinking lumberjacks, pensioners, farmhands,
and railroad workers—into the oldest quarter of Minneapolis. In the fifty-cent-a-night flophouses of the
city’s Gateway District, they slept in cubicles with ceilings of chicken wire. In rescue missions, preachers
and nuns tried to save their souls. Sociology researchers posing as vagrants studied them. And in their midst
John Bacich, aka Johnny Rex, who owned a bar, a liquor store, and a cage hotel, documented the gritty
neighborhood’s last days through photographs and film of his clientele.

The King of Skid Row follows Johnny Rex into this vanished world that once thrived in the heart of
Minneapolis. Drawing on hours of interviews conducted in the three years before Bacich’s death in 2012,
James Eli Shiffer brings to life the eccentric characters and strange events of an American skid row.
Supplemented with archival and newspaper research and his own photographs, Bacich’s stories re-create the
violent, alcohol-soaked history of a city best known for its clean, progressive self-image. His life captures the
seamy, richly colorful side of the city swept away by a massive urban renewal project in the early 1960s and
gives us, in a glimpse of those bygone days, one of Minneapolis’s most intriguing figures—spinning some of
its most enduring and enthralling tales.
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From reader reviews:

James Buscher:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The King of Skid Row: John
Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis to read.

Janice Arias:

The reason? Because this The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Sandra Byrom:

This The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in
ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that?

Pamela Stanley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book The King of Skid Row: John Bacich and the Twilight Years of Old Minneapolis. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from



one place to other place.
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