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This work brings together the history of philosophy and its significant influence upon the religions of the
world and subsequently on politics, culture, art, medicine, law, and ethics. While Western philosophy has its
origins in Asia, having been imported to Athens by Pericles' wife Aspasia to help in the restoration of the
democracy, it was through its citizens (and critics) Socrates and his student Plato that philosophy was
popularized. Plato's foreign student and friend Aristotle introduced such disciplines as physics, metaphysics,
logic, psychology, biology, and zoology to the philosophical tradition. While the philosophy of Plato and
Socrates would go on to have an enormous influence in Europe through the writings of a Jewish philosopher
named Philo and the conversion of the Roman Empire to Christianity in the 4th-5th centuries, it was to result
in Aristotle's writings being banned from Europe and smuggled to Syria where they were translated into
Arabic and then Hebrew. With the rise of Islam in the 6th-7th centuries Aristotle's works were given
prominence and by the 8th century Arabic was the international language of science with influence in
Andalusia (Spain) to half of Africa and all the way to East Asia. During what is called by historians `the
Dark Ages' of Europe was the Golden Age of Aristotle's scientific philosophies and the spread of natural and
modern medicine. Eventually, Aristotle's works were translated from Arabic into Latin before the original
Greek manuscripts were reintroduced in the West and the Muslim and Jewish influence upon the European
renaissance in mathematics, science, and medicine cannot be overestimated.

Drawing upon the American philosophy of pragmatism, Ruderman discusses this multinarrative history and
the effects it has had upon the human concern for justice, equality, community, and our relationship to other
peoples and the world itself. Pragmatism is a post- Civil War philosophy borne in New England that
emphasizes practicality, naturalism, and a respect for the plurality of different peoples and ways of life. If a
century ago pragmatism had an enormous influence in America in the realm of politics, jurisprudence,
psychology, and education, it has long been opposed to war and imperialism, and some say there is a
pragmatic renaissance afoot in America today, with the need for a social philosophy to oppose the malignant
legacy of the Bush administration: the crusades against Muslim countries such as Afghanistan and Iraq,
against citizens of the United States, and the divide and conquer stance toward the Palestine/Israel conflict.

Ruderman takes a pragmatic look at the arguments and writings of the ancient Greek trinity of Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle, alongside the books of religion that currently dominate philosophy, as well as the
writings of such important classical American philosophers and activists as John Dewey, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jane Addams, and William James, and contemporary pragmatists and Aristotelians such as Hilary
Putnam, Cornel West, and Alasdair MacIntyre. What can we hope for in the realms of politics, economics,
justice, international justice, war, and the problem of cultural imperialism itself in its many manifestations of
bigotry, hatred, fear, racism, jealousy, and the acquiescence with state terrorism and war known as ethical
relativism? Where modern philosophy and post-modern philosophy continue to debate there being one story
about the world, pragmatists have always celebrated the variety of beliefs, traditions, and ways of life.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Why Islam Is Greater Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A Work
In American Pragmatism. Try to the actual book Why Islam Is Greater Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A
Work In American Pragmatism as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ryan Neal:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why Islam Is Greater Than Your
Religion In Philosophy: A Work In American Pragmatism book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Vera Pinckney:

This Why Islam Is Greater Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A Work In American Pragmatism are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Why
Islam Is Greater Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A Work In American Pragmatism can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Why Islam Is Greater
Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A Work In American Pragmatism forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Carl Melton:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Why



Islam Is Greater Than Your Religion In Philosophy: A Work In American Pragmatism will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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