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Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures welcomes readers into a world where the most mundane events can
quickly become life or death. By following four young medical students and physicians – Ming, Fitz, Sri and
Chen – this debut collection from 2006 Scotiabank Giller Prize winner Vincent Lam is a riveting, eye-
opening account of what it means to be a doctor. Deftly navigating his way through 12 interwoven short
stories, the author explores the characters’ relationships with each other, their patients, and their careers. Lam
draws on his own experience as an emergency room physician and shares an insider’s perspective on the
fears, frustrations, and responsibilities linked with one of society’s most highly regarded occupations.

“I wanted to write about the way in which a person changes as they become a physician — how their world
view shifts, and how they become a slightly different version of themselves in the process of becoming a
doctor,” Lam explains. “I wanted to write about the reality that doing good and trying to help others is not
simple. It is ethically complicated and sometimes involves a reality that can only be expressed by telling a
story.”

In the book’s first story, “How to Get into Medical School, Part 1,” students Ming and Fitz wrestle with their
opposing personalities and study techniques, while coming to terms with a growing emotional connection
that elicits disapproval from Ming’s traditional Chinese-Canadian parents. Lam’s exceptional talent for
describing scenarios with great precision is showcased in “Take All of Murphy,” when Ming, Chen, and Sri
find themselves at a moral crossroads while dissecting a cadaver. Throughout the book, readers are treated to
the physicians’ internal thoughts and the mental drama involved with treating patients, including Fitz’s
struggle with self-doubt in “Code Clock” and Chen’s boredom and exhaustion in “Before Light.”

From delivering babies to evacuating patients and dealing with deadly viruses, the four primary characters in
Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures are made thoroughly human by Lam’s insightful detail, realistic
dialogue, and expert storytelling. The medical world is naturally filled with drama, but it’s the author’s
ability to give equal weight to the smaller moments that really brings this book to life.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures: Stories can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Carl White:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures: Stories your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
just before. The Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures: Stories giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

William Troutt:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Bloodletting & Miraculous
Cures: Stories is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Craig Nazario:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures: Stories or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures: Stories to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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