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American historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner have argued that the West has been the region that
most clearly defines American democracy and the national ethos. Throughout the twentieth century, the
"frontier thesis" influenced film and television producers who used the West as a backdrop for an array of
dramatic explorations of America's history and the evolution of its culture and values. The common themes
found in Westerns distinguish the genre as a quintessentially American form of dramatic art. In Hollywood's
West, Peter C. Rollins, John E. O'Connor, and the nation's leading film scholars analyze popular conceptions
of the frontier as a fundamental element of American history and culture. This volume examines classic
Western films and programs that span nearly a century, from Cimarron (1931) to Turner Network
Television's recent made-for-TV movies. Many of the films discussed here are considered among the
greatest cinematic landmarks of all time. The essays highlight the ways in which Westerns have both shaped
and reflected the dominant social and political concerns of their respective eras. While Cimarron challenged
audiences with an innovative, complex narrative, other Westerns of the early sound era such as The Great
Meadow (1931) frequently presented nostalgic visions of a simpler frontier era as a temporary diversion
from the hardships of the Great Depression. Westerns of the 1950s reveal the profound uncertainty cast by
the cold war, whereas later Westerns display heightened violence and cynicism, products of a society marred
by wars, assassinations, riots, and political scandals. The volume concludes with a comprehensive
filmography and an informative bibliography of scholarly writings on the Western genre. This collection will
prove useful to film scholars, historians, and both devoted and casual fans of the Western genre. Hollywood's
West makes a significant contribution to the understanding of both the historic American frontier and its
innumerable popular representations.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Blackwell:

The book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History (Film and History)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make studying a book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History
(Film and History) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
open up and read a book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History (Film
and History). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Bartlett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History (Film and History) provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Joseph Moody:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film,
Television, and History (Film and History) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film,
Television, and History (Film and History) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Katie Harper:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History (Film and History). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you



actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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