
The Road to War: Presidential Commitments
Honored and Betrayed

Marvin Kalb

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0815724934
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0815724934
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0815724934


The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and
Betrayed

Marvin Kalb

The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed Marvin Kalb

Not since Pearl Harbor has an American president gone to Congress to request a declaration of war.
Nevertheless, since then, one president after another, from Truman to Obama, has ordered American troops
into wars all over the world. From Korea to Vietnam, Panama to Grenada, Lebanon to Bosnia, Afghanistan
to Iraq—why have presidents sidestepped declarations of war? Marvin Kalb, former chief diplomatic
correspondent for CBS and NBC News, explores this key question in his thirteenth book about the
presidency and U.S. foreign policy.

Instead of a declaration of war, presidents have justified their war-making powers by citing "commitments,"
private and public, made by former presidents. Many of these commitments have been honored, but some
betrayed. Surprisingly, given the tight U.S.-Israeli relationship, Israeli leaders feel that at times they have
been betrayed by American presidents. Is it time for a negotiated defense treaty between the United States
and Israel as a way of substituting for a string of secret presidential commitments?

From Israel to Vietnam, presidential commitments have proven to be tricky and dangerous. For example, one
president after another committed the United States to the defense of South Vietnam, often without
explanation. Over the years, these commitments mushroomed into national policy, leading to a war costing
58,000 American lives. Few in Congress or the media chose to question the war's provenance or legitimacy,
until it was too late. No president saw the need for a declaration of war, considering one to be old-fashioned.

The word of a president can morph into a national commitment. It can become the functional equivalent of a
declaration of war. Therefore, whenever a president "commits"the United States to a policy or course of
action with, or increasingly without, congressional approval, watch out—the White House may be setting the
nation on a road toward war.

The Road to War was a 2013 Foreword Reviews honorable mention in the subject of War & Military.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

The knowledge that you get from The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed is a
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and
Betrayed giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific The Road to
War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed instantly.

Charles Denzer:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed, you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Guadalupe Ramsey:

Often the book The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Sharon Keller:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed when you necessary it?
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