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This book is a consumer guide, an opera appreciation course, and a history of recording techniques and lore,
all rolled into one. With the same wit and verve that he brought to Opera Anecdotes and Demented: The
World of the Opera Diva, Ethan Mordden reviews opera's legacy of recordings, from Monteverdi to Stephen
Sondheim, from Nellie Melba to Luciano Pavarotti, from cylinders and 78s to lps and compact discs.
There have been guides to opera's discography before, but no single-volume work as wide-ranging and up-
to-date as this one: not only the major composers, but also many "minor" ones are represented; and both live
performances and studio recordings are featured. Not a mere listing of recordings, but a narrative history of
opera since its earliest days, the book provides chapters on the First Operas, Mozart, German Romanticism,
Grand Opera, Rossini, Verdi, Russian Opera, Puccini, Stravinsky, Modern French Opera, Strauss, Weill,
Britten, Gerswin, American Opera and much more. Even the most recent productions, like Les Miserables,
and such newly hailed opera stars as Kathleen Battle and Ghena Dimitrova are discussed. Recording
information, including cast and label, is contained in the text while a helpful index enables the reader to
locate composers, their works, and the recordings of favourite singers quickly and easily.
Every opera lover, whether newcomer or veteran buff, will find the answers they have been looking for in
this entertaining new handbook. What is the best Rigoletto? The most complete Lohengrin? The most
avoidable Carmen? How does Maria Callas sound singing Wagner? What of the great Ring recordings --
how does Georg Solti's measure up against Herbert von Karajan's? Has sonic technology improved Callas'
classic, thirty-five- year-old Tosca, or has it damaged it? Are "bargain boxes" of records actually a good buy
or just shoddy merchandise? Do we really get anything out of ancient recordings that we can't get in digital
sound from CDs? Ethan Mordden's latest work is the perfect companion to steer the reader through the
marvels of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title A Guide to Opera
Recordings suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book
untitled A Guide to Opera Recordingsis a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Christopher Hartwick:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled A Guide
to Opera Recordings your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The A Guide to
Opera Recordings giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joseph Mattie:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is A Guide to Opera Recordings this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Laura Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A Guide to Opera
Recordings.
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