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Yank Rachell and his mandolin playing style moved every musician lucky enough to hear him perform in the
early sixties. When he died in April 1997, he left behind a stack of unanswered requests to tour Europe and
to play blues festivals in the United States.

In Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell, Richard Congress delivers the first biography
of a family man whose playing inspired and energized the likes of David Honeyboy Edwards, Sleepy John
Estes, and Henry Townsend. No other biography discusses the mandolin's influence and role in the blues.

Guitar great Ry Cooder said, "Yank's style fascinated me because it had a lot of power and it's very raw-and
what a great thing to do, just attack this little instrument like that."

Charlie Musselwhite, the noted harp player, worked with Rachell and club hopped in Chicago with the elder
bluesman. "He just had a great spirit about him," Musselwhite said of Rachell's playing and singing, "really
just shouting it out. If the world was made up of people like Yank Rachell it would be a wonderful place to
live."

Blues Mandolin Man chronicles the life, times, and music of a man who was born into a family of
sharecroppers in 1910 in rural western Tennessee. An active musician for 75 years, Rachell mastered several
musical instruments and first recorded for Victor in Memphis in 1929. Through the blues, Rachell's world
expanded to include Chicago, New York, recording studios and, after the sixties, radio, TV, and national and
European tours.

Yank's recollections reveal new information about personalities and events that will delight blues history
buffs. Rich appendixes detail Yank's mandolin and guitar style and his place in the blues tradition.

For this book Richard Congress, who reissued two of Rachell's old LPs in CD format, worked closely with
him to record memories spanning decades of blues playing. Congress tells a compelling and engaging story
about a colorful and thoughtful character who as a child picked cotton and plowed a field behind a mule,
who grew to manhood coping with the southern Jim Crow system, and who participated in the creation and
perpetuation of the blues.

Richard Congress is the owner of Random Chance Records, a record company based in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music (Paperback)).

Ida Vanwormer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Blues Mandolin Man: The Life
and Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music (Paperback)), you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jessica Jones:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
On the list of books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and
Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music (Paperback)). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.

Deandre Freeman:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music
(Paperback)). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one location to other place.
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