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Harold K. Bush's Continuing Bonds with the Dead examines the profound transfiguration that the death of a
child wrought on the literary work of nineteenth-century American writers. Taking as his subjects Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Abraham Lincoln, William Dean Howells, Mark Twain, and W. E. B. Du Bois, Bush
demonstrates how the death of a child became the defining "before-and-after moment" in their lives as adults
and as artists. In narrating their struggles, Bush maps the intense field of creative energy induced by
reverberating waves of parental grief and the larger nineteenth-century culture of mortality and grieving.

 

Bush explores in detail how each of these five writers grappled with and were altered by the loss of a child.
He writes, for example, with moving insights about how the famed author of Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn found himself adrift on a river of grief when meningitis struck down his daughter, Susy. In his deeply
learned exploration of Twain's subsequent work, Bush illuminates how Twain wrote to cope with Susy's
death, to make sense of her persistent presence in his life, and possibly to redeem her loss. Passionate and
personal, Bush's insightful prose traces the paths of personal transformation each of these emblematic
American writers took in order to survive the spiritual trauma of loss.

 

The savage Civil War was America's shared "before and after moment," the pivot upon which the nation's
future swung. Bush's account of these five writers' grief amplifies our understanding of America's evolving,
national relationship to mourning from then to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

The actual book Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American Authors
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century
American Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gary McKinney:

The e-book with title Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American
Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jimmie Houck:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Continuing Bonds with the
Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is simple
to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Chad Davis:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American
Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) when you necessary it?
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