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“Reading Hammer Head, like consuming Cheryl Strayed’s Wild, feels like a crucial
education.”?Isabella Biedenharn, Entertainment Weekly

Nina MacLaughlin spent her twenties working at a Boston newspaper, sitting behind a desk and staring at a
screen. Yearning for more tangible work, she applied for a job she saw on Craigslist?Carpenter’s Assistant:
Women strongly encouraged to apply?despite being a Classics major who couldn't tell a Phillips from a
flathead screwdriver. She got the job, and in Hammer Head she tells the rich and entertaining story of
becoming a carpenter.

Writing with infectious curiosity, MacLaughlin describes the joys and frustrations of making things by hand,
reveals the challenges of working as a woman in an occupation that is 99 percent male, and explains how
manual labor changed the way she sees the world. We meet her unflappable mentor, Mary, a petite but tough
carpenter-sage (“Be smarter than the tools!”), as well as wild demo dudes, foul-mouthed plumbers, grizzled
hardware store clerks, and the colorful clients whose homes she and Mary work in.

Whisking her readers from job to job?building a wall, remodeling a kitchen, gut-renovating a
house?MacLaughlin examines the history of the tools she uses and the virtues and varieties of wood.
Throughout, she draws on the wisdom of Ovid, Annie Dillard, Studs Terkel, and Mary Oliver to illuminate
her experience of work. And, in a deeply moving climax, MacLaughlin strikes out on her own for the first
time to build bookshelves for her own father.

Hammer Head is a passionate book full of sweat, swearing, bashed thumbs, and a deep sense of finding real
meaning in work and life.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Henry Reavis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter as your daily
resource information.

Valerie Orbison:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.

Titus Johnson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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