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Masterfully written and passionately argued, Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace traces the
full three hundred-year history of the Canadian army, from its origins in New France, through the Conquest,
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, Confederation, militia reform, the South African War, the two
world wars, the Korean War, and postwar peacekeeping and peacemaking. Covering the major conflicts in
depth, and exploring battles, tactics, and weapons, J.L. Granatstein also offers a rich analysis of the political
context for the battles and events that shaped our understanding of the nation's army, not least the
fluctuations of Canadian defence spending and methods of raising military manpower. Granatstein pays
particular homage to the foot soldier, interweaving personal anecdotes into the history.

At once a vivid and impeccably researched history, this major work by one of Canada's leading historians is
also a passionate argument for military professionalism, beginning with the recognition that the soldier
belongs to a self-regulating and exclusive organization quite distinct from civil society but nevertheless
responsible to civil authority.

Canadian disinterest in defence was manifested in popular support for a volunteer (but always untrained)
militia. It is the historical and continued opposition to a professional army, Granatstein argues, that
contributed to the extensive loss of life in the First and Second World Wars. Canada has traditionally
undervalued its army in times of peace, but has repeatedly committed its army to war and other military
operations, expecting every citizen to be a superb soldier. And, while the army has been able to achieve in
times of conflict the professionalism needed by a modern army, this has come only with time and at a high
price in the lives of Canadian soldiers.

At the start of the twenty-first century, after forty years of cutbacks in budgets and personnel, the Canadian
army continues in the same long tradition of unpreparedness. Pointing to the inevitable continuation of
armed conflict around the world, Canada's Army makes a compelling case for Canada's need for professional
armed forces with a simple but incontrovertible truth: "the equation is and has always been very simple: you
pay now in dollars for competent soldiers or you pay later in dollars and your sons and daughters."
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

Here thing why this Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Canada's Army:
Waging War and Keeping the Peace. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the
Peace in e-book can be your choice.

Christopher Patterson:

Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Canada's Army: Waging
War and Keeping the Peace but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Carl Speed:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the
Peace why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Melvin Dwyer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Canada's Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace can be your answer because it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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