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Every year, in the last month of the Islamic calendar, millions of Muslims from around the world come
together in Mecca to perform the Hajj, the pilgrimage that all capable Muslims should perform at least once
in their lives. In 2013, the National Museum of Ethnology in Leiden organized the exhibition Longing for
Mecca. The Pilgrim's Journey. The chapters in this volume are the outcome of the two-day symposium on
the Hajj, which was held at the museum in connection to the exhibition. The central theme that runs through
the book is how Hajj practices, representations of Mecca and the exchange of Hajj-related objects have
changed over time. The chapters in the first part of the book discuss religious, social, and political meanings
of the Hajj. Here the relationship is addressed between the significance of pilgrimage to Mecca for the
religious lives of individuals and groups and the wider contexts that they are embedded in. Together, these
anthropological contributions provide insights into the effects on Hajj practices and meanings for present-day
Muslims caused by current dimensions of globalization processes. The second part of the book takes material
expressions of the Hajj as its starting point. It explores what Hajj-related artifacts can tell us about the import
of pilgrimage in the daily lives of Muslims in the past and present. The contributions in this part of the
volume point out that Mecca has always been a cosmopolitan city and the nodal point of global interactions
far exceeding religious activities. Together, the chapters in this book depict the Hajj ritual as a living
tradition. Each with its own focus, the various contributions testify to the fact that, while the rites that make
up the Hajj were formulated and recorded in normative texts in early Islam, details in the actual performance
and interpretations of these rites are by no means static, but rather have evolved over time in tandem with
changing socio-political circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Hajj. Try to make the book Hajj as your close friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Thomas Lemos:

Beside this specific Hajj in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Hajj because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and
also read it from currently!

Lynne Young:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Hajj. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Thelma Cobb:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Hajj when you needed it?
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