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Who were the Gnostics? And how did the Gnostic movement influence the development of Christianity in
antiquity? Is it true that the Church rejected Gnosticism? This book offers an illuminating discussion of
recent scholarly debates over the concept of “Gnosticism” and the nature of early Christian diversity.
Acknowledging that the category “Gnosticism” is flawed and must be reformed, David Brakke argues for a
more careful approach to gathering evidence for the ancient Christian movement known as the Gnostic
school of thought. He shows how Gnostic myth and ritual addressed basic human concerns about alienation
and meaning, offered a message of salvation in Jesus, and provided a way for people to regain knowledge of
God, the ultimate source of their being.

Rather than depicting the Gnostics as heretics or as the losers in the fight to define Christianity, Brakke
argues that the Gnostics participated in an ongoing reinvention of Christianity, in which other Christians not
only rejected their ideas but also adapted and transformed them. This book will challenge scholars to think in
news ways, but it also provides an accessible introduction to the Gnostics and their fellow early Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Gnostics: Myth,
Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early
Christianityis the one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Gullett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Gnostics:
Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity.

Kenton Marshall:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Andres Edelman:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in
Early Christianity to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the book The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity can to be your brand-



new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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