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In this comprehensive yet compact book, Michael J. Seth surveys Korean history from Neolithic times to the
present. He explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and its still little-known
cultural heritage from their inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the remarkable story of the
origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad, Seth describes how various tribal
peoples in the peninsula came together to form one of the world's most distinctive communities. He shows
how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society was wrenched into the world of late-
nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese expansionism, and then became arbitrarily divided
into two opposed halves, North and South, after World War II. Tracing the past seven decades, the book
explains how the two Koreas, with their deeply different political and social systems and geopolitical
orientations, evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one
of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive
economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast,
became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and
famine-stricken population. Seth describes and analyzes the radically different and historically
unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, formerly one tight-knit society. Throughout, he adds a rich
dimension by placing Korean history into broader global perspective and by including primary readings from
each era. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear
and concise book.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Young:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A
History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Randall James:

The e-book with title A History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present has lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Christine Knox:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be A History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.

Patrick Bergeron:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A History of Korea: From Antiquity to
the Present or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes A History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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